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Anglo-Saxon Jewellery Making Masterclass 
 

 

Dates Sunday 20 January 2019  

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels 

Class size Maximum 12 participants  

 
 

Course description 

The Anglo-Saxons wore jewellery, including brooches, beaded necklaces and bracelets, made from 

gold, silver, bronze and copper. These adornments were important status symbols, worn to show their 

wealth and rank. During this masterclass, we will focus on the spiral and scroll designs that commonly 

decorated Anglo-Saxon manuscripts, metalwork and carvings on stone crosses. With expert guidance 

from jewellery artist Sam Rowena Taylor you will be taught how to work with wire to recreate some 

of these spiral designs. Using your own creativity and inspiration from the Library’s new landmark 

exhibition Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, you’ll turn these designs into bespoke jewellery creations to take 

home including earrings, pendants or charms. 

 
 

Sunday 

We will begin the course by looking at the different spiral designs used by the Anglo-Saxons to 

decorate and adorn their jewellery, metal work, stone work and books, and discover the types of 

gemstones and beads they used and wore. You will learn about and become familiar with hand-tools, 

wire and other materials, developing your wire-working skills through a series of demonstrations and 

practical sessions. Over the day you will create several different wirework spiral designs - small spirals, 

double spirals, twisted spirals - and how to turn them into earrings, pendants and charms using plated 

metal jewellery findings. As your skills develop there will be an opportunity for you to personalise 

your creations, using your spiral charms together with cord and glass beads to create a bracelet or 

necklace design to take home.  

 
 

Tutor 

This masterclass is led by jewellery maker Sam Rowena Taylor. Sam is a designer-maker and teacher 

with a passion for Anglo-Saxon art and the mysteries of ancient civilizations. Sam has been teaching 

design and jewellery making for over 15 years, gaining a wealth of experience teaching adults with a 

broad range of abilities in colleges and galleries, including the Manchester Royal Exchange. She has 

designed and led Anglo-Saxon jewellery making workshops for the Warrior Treasures Exhibition at 
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Royal Armouries Museum in Leeds, the Lindisfarne Gospels exhibition at Durham Cathedral and for 

the Forest of Bowland Landscape Stories project.    

 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. This workshop is suitable for both beginners and those with some basic jewellery 

making knowledge. Please bring glasses for close work if required.  

 

Equipment and Materials 

All materials and equipment will be provided. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Participants will need to meet at Gate 5 and escorted into the building. Tea and coffee will be 

provided on arrival. Participants should make their own arrangements for lunch.  

 
 


